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Southampton. He wanted a little loan. He got it and de-
parted for the coast. Late that same day he was back in the
office. His ship had been torpedoed in the Channel. Survivors
had been landed on the French side and sent immediately by
special train to the capital.
Here was an eye-witness story of the sinking of the Sus-
sex. Still wet from the chilly waters he sat down and told
me the whole story, and I cabled it as fast as I could type it
and rush it to the Bourse. It was seldom, even in wartime,
that a story of this importance walked into your office and
begged to be cabled.
The sinking of the passenger steamer Sussex by the Ger-
mans in defiance of President Wilson's notes on the freedom
of the seas undoubtedly contributed to the declaration of
war by the United States Congress on April 6, 1917.